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RESUME.- Physicutus dalwigki et Gadetla moraldi sont signaled poor la premiere fois aux 
Agates. Les auteyispresentent les caracteres meristiques, la coloration et la distribution geogra- 
phique de ces deux especes. 

SUMMARY,— Physicutus dalwigki and Gadelia maratdi are recorded for the first time to the 
Azores. Data on meristic characters, co lour and geographical distribution are given. 


Two specimens of the Moridae family, Physicutus dalwigki Kaup, 1858 and 
Codetta maratdi (Risso, 1810) were caught with longline by an Azorean fishing 
boat on March 1979, 34 miles off Ponta Delgada, 142 Q SE, at a depth of 400 m. 

These two species have been reported as existing in the coastal waters of 
Madeira by Maul (1952), who based his description on specimens from the Funchal 
fish market. 

The species presented are recorded for the first time off the Azorean coast. 


DESCRIPTION AND DISCUSSION 

These two specimens agree in virtually all respects with the descriptions of 
those caught off Madeira and presented by Maul (1952). 

Physicutus dalwigki (Kaup, 1858) 

The following is a de script ion *of specimen number 504 in the fish collection 
of the Carlos Machado Museum, Ponta Delgada. It is a female with greatly developed 
rippen ovaries. Meristic details and body proportions are presented in table I. This 
table gives also the comparative characters obtained by Maul (op, cit.). 


(1) Museu Carlos Machado, 9500 Ponta Dejgada, Agores 

(2) Universidade dos Agores, Departamemo de Oceanografia a Pescas, 9900 Horta, Agorcs. 


Cybium, 1982,6(3/ ; 35-38. 
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TABLE I : Measurements, body proportions and merbtic characters of Phy siculus dalwigki 

* Counted on radiography 




AZORES 


MAUL 

(19S:> 


In Tm 

in % of XL 

in % of KL 


Total length 

276 




Standard length 

255 

92.4 



Head length 

60 

21.7 



Snout length 

14 


23*3 


Horizontal diameter of the eye 

17 


28.3 


Interorbltal 

13 


21.7 


Post-orbita1 length 

29 


48.3 


Snout to anus 

62 

22.5 



Snout to origin of 1st dorsal 

93 

33-7 



Snout to origin of anal 

74 

26.8 



Pectoral length 

33 


55.0 


Depth of the body 

56 

20.3 

93.3 


Barbel length 

10 


16*7 


Fin Rays 







7 


7 



64 


67-68 

A 


66 


66-67 

P 


25 


25-26 

c 


26 


26 

V 


5 


5 

H? of scales in transversal line 


14 *39 


14-39 

N? of channels In lateral line 


35 



N? of branchiostegal rays 


7* 


7 

N? of vertebrae [excluding hy- 
pural) 


53* 



N? of pyloric caeca 


9 


9 


Stomach contents 

Remains of 7 small Crustacea were found. 

Colour 

The colour observed in the fresh specimen was reddish brown on body and 
head, with abdominal region much darker and bluish. Branchial membranes whitish. 
Vertical fins reddish, bordered with black along their total lengths. Pectoral and 
ventral fins royal blue near their bases and orange towards the extremities. Lips red, 
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iris dark brown. Distinct regular pattern of small white pores on snout, around 
orbits and along lower border of suborbital. This specimen also displayed a yellow 
spot on snout, and a silvery white peritoneum with black spots. 

Geographical distribution 

P . dalwigkt has been recorded from the Mediterranean and subtropical NE 
Atlantic (Cohen 1973). The distribution area of this species can now be extended 
to the temperate waters of the northeastern Atlantic, though not abundant. 


TABLE 11: Measurements, body proportions and meristic characters of Codetta maraldi 
• determination not possible. ** Counted on radiography * 




AZORES 


MAUL 

(1951) 


In mu 

in % of T.L. 

in 1 H.U 


Total length 

278 




Standard length 

245 

68. t 



Head length 

67 

24.t 



Snout length 

18 


26.9 


Horizontal diameter of the eye 

16 


23.9 


Interorbital 

18 


26.9 


Post-orbital length 

33 


49.3 


Snout to anus 

80 

28.8 



Snout to origin of 1st dorsal 

76 

27.3 



Snout to origin of anal 

88 

31*7 



Pectoral length 

49 




Depth of the body 

56 

20.1 

8J.6 


Fin Rays 







1 L 


11-12 

D 2 


55 


60 

A 


61 


66-67 

P 


Ik 


25 

V 


1 


7 

C 


24 


24 

N? of scales in transversal line 


8/30 


8/29 

N? of scales in lateral line 


A 


no 

N? of branchlostegai rays 


J AA 


7 

N? of vertebrae (excluding hypu- 
rail 


SQrtA 



N? of pyloric caeca 

i 

i 

11 


11 


I 
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Codetta maraldi (Risso, 1810) 

One specimen, 27,8 cm total length, number 505 in the fish collection of the 
Carlos Machado Museum. It is a female, with two large ovaries, but the eggs were 
not completely mature. The stomach was empty. 

Measurements, body proportions and meristic characters are presented in 
table II and compared with those presented by Maul (1952) to Madeira, 

Colour 

In the fresh specimen it was observed that the body and head backish brown ; 
lips blackish ; abdominal region bluish black ; pectoral fins orange with a blue spot 
in their bases, vertical fins bluish rose bordered with black along their total lengths. 
Peritoneum argenteous with black spots. 

Geographical distribution 

C. maraldi has been recorded from the Eastern Atlantic, from Madeira to 
Angola, Morocco, Western Mediterranean, locally abundant in all these waters. The 
distribution area can now be extended to the temperate waters of the NE Atlantic, 
though not abundant here. 
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